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TEXT:  2 Corinthians 5:1  THEME:  HEAVEN IS MY HOME 
 

“We know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we 
have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built 
by human hands” (2 Corinthians 5:1). 
 

Dear Family and Friends of Our Dear Departed Sister, Lydia: 
 

Someone asked John Quincy Adams at age 81 how he was.  He 
answered, “John Quincy Adams is quite well, thank you!  But the 
house in which he lives is becoming a bit dilapidated.  I think John 
Quincy Adams will have to move out pretty soon, but he himself is 
quite well indeed.” 
 
I think Lydia could have answered in a similar way.  Lydia Selma 
Bond was quite well indeed.  She was still sharp, reading and 
working her word puzzles, and even Sudoku puzzles (that I’ve never 
figured out) most every day.  She remained interested in current 
events and would gladly share her opinion on most any topic.  Most 
importantly, she was well in her faith.  She loved her Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ, knew that he loved her, knew what he had 
done to save her from her sins, and was longing for him to call her 
home to heaven.  Why was she longing to leave this world and go to 
heaven? 
 
Well, the body in which we live is only temporary.  It is not our final 
home.  The passing years, and Lydia had over 92 of them, have a 
way of blowing shingles off its roof and leaking water into its 
basement.  Then comes the time when our body starts falling apart 
and, like a house beyond its years, collapses in the grave.  Like 
John Quincy Adams, Lydia’s house, her body, was becoming a bit 
dilapidated.  It no longer served her as she wanted it to anymore.  
She knew it was giving out. 
 
When death’s end comes, it’s moving time for the believer.  It’s time 
to leave the temporary tent of this life for the mansions of heaven.  



Funeral Sermon for Lydia Bond, January 19 2018 

 

2 

 

Lydia’s moving day came a week ago today, in a calm and peaceful 
way.  At the moment of death, the Savior will carry our soul to its 
permanent home in heaven, just as he did for Lydia.  Our body will 
be laid in the grave by loved ones, just as Lydia’s body will be a little 
later today.  But that is only another temporary home.  On the Last 
Day, our Savior with open the storage shed of the grave and rejoin 
our body in perfect form with our soul.   
 
We know that his will happen because our loving Savior promised it 
in our Gospel reading today.  Remember?  “A time is coming 
when all who are in their graves will hear his voice and come 
out” (John 5:28-29a).  This will happen because Jesus lived a 
perfect life in our place.  His perfect life, his righteousness, has been 
credited to us.  “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, 
so that in him we might become the righteousness of God” (2 
Corinthians 5:12).  Then he paid for all our sin with his innocent 
death on the cross, declaring that our full debt was paid when he 
cried out, “It is finished” (John 19:30).  But our comfort and hope 
today come from what happened on the third day after his death.  
Do you remember what the angels asked the women who came 
looking for Jesus in his grave?  “Why do you look for the living 
among the dead?  He is not here; he has risen!” (Luke 24:5-6).  
Our bodies will be raised from the dead, Lydia’s body will be raised 
from the dead, glorified, and reunited with our souls.  Then we shall 
live in our “eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands” 
(2 Corinthians 5:1). 
 
When that moving time comes for each of us, as it came for Lydia, 
we can repeat the words of John Quincy Adams:  we are quite well 
indeed.  All because our room in the Father’s house has been built 
for us by Jesus.  His atoning blood has written our name on the 
door.  His Father’s love has signed the deed.  Heaven is our home. 
 
PRAYER:  O Lord, keep our eyes on our heavenly home and bring 
us safely there.  Amen. 


